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From the Pews in the Back is a book
filled with questions about Catholic
identity. How do young Catholic
women see or define themselves? What
is their relationship to the church?
What are their struggles and joys? In a
church that often consigns them to the
pews in the back, what place are young
women claiming? This collection of
twenty-nine essays approaches these
questions from a multitude of angles.
These brief memoirs, together with the
insights of editors Kate Dugan and
Jennifer Owens, offer a glimpse into
what it means to be young, Catholic,
and female in today’s church. These
women wrestle with the Catholic faith
and with the church. They ask hard

questions of the institution and are not willing to take easy answers.
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